The study deals with the diversity of succulent plants in Ahmedabad. Succulent plants are increasingly popular among plant collectors, home gardeners and professional landscapes for colorful leaves, sculptural shapes, simple care, etc. Succulents are widely used for the indoor gardening as well as outdoor gardening for their outstanding appearance. The study reported 73 species of succulent plants from Ahmedabad.
INTRODUCTION
Succulent plants have a global distribution and represented in nearly all habitat type. Over 30 botanical families have succulent plant species, ranging from tiny annuals plants to huge tree (IUCN 1997) . Succulence is an adaptive response to drought, rapid drainage in rocky and sandy soil, high evaporation in windy, hot environments and in salty or alkaline habitats. There are probably more than five thousand species worldwide (Newton & Chan 1998) .
The "Succulent Karoo" of South Africa and Namibia boasts the richest succulent flora of Earth. Mexico is the country with the highest diversity of cactus in the American continent (Ortega & Héctor 2006) . More than 60 species are listed in the Red Data Book of the International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN) (IUCN 2003) . Many of these species has an outstanding biological, cultural, and economical importance. Several species of cactus are among the most dominant plants in different vegetation types, where they interact with a large variety of animal and plant species (Héctor et al. 2003) .
All the succulents evolved from other related plants growing in a normal environment by adaptation to the changing climatic conditions of their habitat, especially the regularity and amount of rainfall. This process of adaptation varied in every family and doubtless many plants succumbed in the struggle for survival. Water is essential for the growth and life of all vegetation, including the succulents, which have mastered the art of economizing water (Rudolf 1980) . In geological times, the earth's climate changed becoming drier as the mountains were pushed up to create rain shadows and deserts. Other plant families adapted similarly to these conditions and there are thousands of succulent species (Edwards & Donoghue 2006) . Succulent plants are increasingly popular among plant collectors, home gardeners and professional landscapes for a number of reasons. With their colorful leaves, sculptural shapes and simple care, succulents are beautiful yet forgiving plant for pots (Debra 2010) . Succuelents are highly diverse. The present study shows diversity in the succulents. They are highly ignored by taxonomist in gujarat just because many of them are ornamental. Now days succulents are used in outdoor and indoor gardening at various place like malls, industries, colleges, hospitals and gardens in the city of Ahmadabad. So there is urgent need to have documentation of such ornamental groups also.
MATERIALS AND METHODS

Study area
Ahmedabad is located 23.01° N Latitude and 72.61° East Longitude covering 8,086.81 km 2 area at an altitude of 55 m above the sea level (Qureshimatva et al. 2016) . Ahmedabad has a hot semi-arid climate, with marginally less rain than required for a tropical savanna climate. There are three main seasons: summer, monsoon and winter. Aside from the monsoon season, the climate is extremely dry. The weather is hot through the months of March to June; the average summer maximum is 41°C (106°F), and the average minimum is 27°C (81°F). From November to February, the average maximum temperature is 30°C (86°F), the average minimum is 15°C (59°F), and the climate is extremely dry. Cold northerly winds are responsible for a mild chill in January. The southwest monsoon brings a humid climate from mid-June to mid-September. The average annual rainfall is about 800 millimeters (31 in), but infrequent heavy torrential rains cause local rivers to flood and it is not uncommon for droughts to occur when the monsoon does not extend as far west as usual. The highest temperature recorded is 48.5°C (119.3°F) (Anonymous 2012).
Field work
Field wok was carried out during 2013 to 2014. The visits were conducted across various gardens; nursery besides theses also visited some people who has a personal collection of cactus and succulent. During field work the photos of each succulent were taken along with habit, stem, leaves and other floral parts. Field notes were taken to have information on habit, habitat and characteristics of succulents. All the specimens were identified with the help of available literature (Anderson 2012 , Mary 2000 , Qureshimatva 2016 , Rudolf 1980 , Scott 2012 , Shah 1978 .
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
In the present study 45 genera and 73 species with 1 sub sp., 5 varieties and 2 cultivated varieties belonging to 15 families have been reported from the study area ( Fig. 1 ; Table 1 ). In the present study 5 succulents were reported as indigenous and endemic to India. Other succulents were introduced from the Madagascar, Southern Africa, Brazil, Europe, Mexico, Tropical America, etc. (Fig. 2) . 
